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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Batley. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1944. 

In  this  fifth  year  of  War  the  health  of  the  Borough  has 
continued  at  a high  level.  There  have  been  no  epidemics 
and  the  nutrition  of  the  citizens  is  apparently  unimpaired, 
although  the  prolonged  absence  of  variety  in  the  diet  is  in- 
creasingly felt  by  all  classes  in  the  community. 

In  the  Summer  of  1944  several  hundred  evacuees  arrived 
in  the  town  and  this  placed  an  increased  burden  on  the  Public 
Health  Department  as  their  health  had  to  be  supervised  and 
naturally  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  mothers 
and  children  attending  the  various  clinics.  The  evacuees  had 
been  carefully  examined  prior  to  their  departure  from  London 
and  therefore  they  were  practically  all  free  from  infectious 
and  verminous  conditions. 

The  attendances  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  both  at 
Batley  and  Birstall  were  satisfactory.  The  Council  decided 
to  open  a new  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  Hanging  Heaton  as 
soon  as  possible  following  the  conclusion  of  the  European 
War.  Shortage  of  staft*  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the 
necessary  equipment  still  prevent  the  opening  of  the  Hanging 
Heaton  Clinic,  but  it  is  expected  that  these  difficulties  will 
soon  be  overcome. 

There  are  still  many  people  who  do  not  take  advantage 
of  the  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  cod  liver  oil  and  orange 
juice.  As  these  products  are  of  immense  value  in  the  nutri- 
tion and  growth  of  the  child,  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be 
used  to  full  advantage. 

The  Ante-natal  Clinics  are  well  established  and  regularly 
attended  by  many  expectant  mothers,  and  the  attendances  at 
the  Post-natal  Clinics  are  slowly  increasing. 

The  two  Wartime  Nurseries  at  Mayville  and  Birstall 
were  well  attended  and  were  much  appreciated  by  women 
who  had  to  engage  in  war-work,  and  had  no  place  to  leave 
their  child.  It  is  hoped  that  these  nurseries  will  be  contin- 
ued after  the  War.  There  will  always  be  a considerable 
number  of  married  women  who  require  to  work  and  have  no 
place  to  leave  their  children.  Further  the  nurseries  can  help 
to  meet  the  pressing  problem  of  the  falling  birth  rate  in  this 
Country  as  women  with  children  require  at  least  a half  day 
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a week  when  they  can  get  away  from  their  children  for  rest 
or  recreation.  It  has  been  proposed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  that  these  Nurseries  should  be  transferred  to  the 
Ministry  of  Education  as  Nursery  Schools.  This  is  surpris- 
ing as  Nursery  Schools  would  not  meet  the  needs  of  the 
women  of  this  Country,  as  they  are  only  open  5 days  a week 
for  a limited  daily  period  and  would  also  be  closed  during 
the  school  holidays. 

During  the  year  the  importance  of  Diphtheria  Immunis- 
ation has  been  stressed  by  the  Department,  and  many 
pre-school  children  were  immunised  either  by  their  own 
doctors  or  at  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic. 

The  Nurses  were  instructed  to  give  special  attention  to 
verminous  conditions  during  the  year.  Unfortunately  there 
are  still  many  verminous  heads,  but  these  are  being  treated 
to  the  best  ability  of  the  staff.  Lethane  Oil  was  used  for 
the  lirst  time  in  the  treatment  of  verminous  heads  and  it  has 
proved  very  satisfactory.  In  the  cases  where  the  parents 
appear  indifferent  to  the  cleanliness  of  their  child’s  hair  a 
special  letter  is  now  sent  by  me  explaining  the  importance 
of  avoiding  verminous  conditions.  The  Public  Health 
Department’s  Disinfecting  Station  is  used  for  the  cleansing 
of  the  clothes  of  verminous  persons. 

Scabies  is  still  prevalent  in  the  Borough,  the  weekly 
Scabies  Clinic  commenced  in  1942  has  continued,  and  has  been 
a considerable  advantage.  The  introduction  of  treatment  by 
Benzyl  Benzoate  Solution  has  been  most  satisfactory.  In 
many  cases  the  Scabies  appears  to  be  cured  after  only  one 
treatment.  In  some  cases  the  patients  are  sent  to  the 
Disinfection  Station  where  they  are  bathed,  and  then  treated 
with  Benzyl  Benzoate  Solution.  Their  clothes  at  the  same 
time  are  disinfected,  and  the  Public  Health  Department 
collects  their  bed  sheets,  etc.,  and  these  are  also  disinfested. 

During  the  year  an  effort  was  made  to  educate  the  public 
in  matters  concerning  Venereal  Diseases. 

As  will  be  observed  from  the  Sanitary  Sections  of  the 
Report  much  valuable  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  housing  shortage  is  very  acute  and  new  cases  of 
overcrowding  are  constantly  being  reported  to  the  Depart- 
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ment.  The  situation  will  be  aggravated  by  the  return  of 
ex-servicemen.  It  is  impossible  to  do  much  to  relieve  the 
housing  shortage  until  many  new  houses  are  built  under  the 
Corporation’s  Post  War  Housing  Scheme.  At  the  time  of 
writing  this  Report  the  new  Government  has  made  Housing 
the  first  Priority  in  Post  War  Schemes,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
soon  the  men  and  materials  will  be  available  for  the 
commencement  of  the  Corporation’s  first  year’s  housing 
programme  comprising  100  permanent  houses  and  100 
temporary  houses.  This  first  year’s  programme  would  at 
first  sight  appear  to  be  a small  contribution  towards  the  2,000 
permanent  houses  which  it  is  estimated  are  the  minimum 
requirements  for  Post  War  Housing  in  the  Borough,  but  in 
view  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  men  and  materials  it  would 
appear  to  be  all  that  the  Corporation’s  resources  can  complete 
before  8th  May,  1946.  It  is  very  important,  however,  that 
these  100  permanent  houses  should  be  actually  completed 
before  the  end  of  the  first  Post  War  year,  and  it  should  be 
possible  to  increase  considerably  the  number  of  permanent 
houses  built  in  the  second  Post  War  year. 

I have  always  felt  that  the  Public  Lavatories  in  Batley 
are  not  a credit  to  the  Town,  and,  I understand,  that  they 
receive  much  adverse  criticism  from  visitors.  I strongly 
advise  that  the  question  of  Public  Lavatory  accommodation 
in  Batley  should  now  be  considered  with  a view  to  making 
improvements  which  are,  as  a result  of  the  War,  long  overdue 

1 take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  members  of  the 
Public  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees 
for  their  courtesy  and  encouragement.  This  Report  is  much 
abridged  under  wartime  conditions,  but  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  Report,  the  news  has  been  received  that  Japan  has 
surrendered,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that  the  next 
Annual  Report  may  be  written  under  more  normal  conditions. 


WILLIAM  j.  FRAIN. 


5 


H 

S 

O 

s 

D 

< 

< 

u 

o 

u 

U] 

X 

H 

u< 

o 

X 

uj 

U 

bu 

o 

X 

H 

< 

u 

X 


X 

X 

X 


<u 

c; 

o« 

1.S 

o3 

. "C5 

CU  ^ 


O) 

c« 
> O) 


Cd  QJ 

C o 
O (3 
T3^ 


<D  •—  2 

“ E c. 

w T3  (D 

^rtc 

CTj  01 
CJ 

C 

b£^E 

•S  s 

O <D  — 

tn  •^-l  ^ 

<X)  3 

gaS 
“=  ,0, 

E "c 

og, 

g«S£ 


T3  -g: 

a>  ^ 

IS 


£ 


p ^ o 


^ "O  'g 


hJ 

< 

u 

h-H 

Q 

W 


T3  C! 

? ^ 

C o 

c 2's:  c 

- ■ - (D  .is 


c 

^ rt 

'^po 

o3  o 

'5^- 

c "C  o> 

o C 

IS 


in 


£-^■'5 

:2  ^ 

-3  c/} 

c 

.£  "^  ==> 
"C  c E 
(D  cd  rt 

(fi  oj  c 

•^1- 

§e5 


.. 

Cfl 

T3  ^ 

(X)  . 

id  O 


23  -2 

d 

o 

/v^  <1^ 

- C/j 

T3  T3 

d <1^ 

(U  a; 

d J 

r-i  E 

5Q 


c5 

o . 


c: 

o £ 


xi 

UO 

U 

dec 

5iS 


OJ  tUD 

E C3 

gw 

d '— ' 

o . 

in 


d 

o 

O) 

bD 

d 

a? 


d ^ 


in 

Md 

•*  Il< 

&CC 


^ d 

'd  ^ 

cd 

E 


o cd 
E 3 

'2 «" 

§ E 

CJ5 

o 

dp 

^ 5 

.£  d 
£^ 
? c: 

d3  o 

"d 

■d  ?x) 
O d 


E 

d 

u 

d 


d •^'' 
o w tC 
^ • cd 

d C/2  ^ 

m ^ O 

o^  J 


dS  2 .d 
^ aS  g 
dO’E  >g 
o a 

cj  O 


cd 

3 

d 

o 

o> 

be 

;-. 

d 

i/2 


CO 

(d 

w 

H 

O 


o 

d 

cd 

Cfl 

d 'S 
>w 


c/2*  r/)'  . • 

gSi^s 

^ ^ d 3 

j2  ^ C..)  O 
23  <x>  J-,  d > 

^ ^ cd  ^ 

5gS-s-g 

o :>  ^ cd  o 

5 d 33  [V  j2 
^CC  2 S 

> Qj  ^ £ I 
^ o'y:  d £ 

. cd  a;  d o 
< O ec  g O 

«^E  ^ 


E 


>> 
: cd 

• ;-c 

o 

ft 

: S 

• <D 

H 


^ d 5 


o 2 d 

E ^ 
^ a;  d 
>>^ec 

2 d ■**! 

a^E 

o o 

Q 


o3 

C>  'P 
£E  £ 

23  bn  E 

M 0) 

•led  ^ 

•d  cC  <13 

-S  O £ 

.2  S 

ago 

Sis 

>— I 2 ^ 
O)  .d  o 
-d  d o 

“|« 

d 

"d  o 

«5^ 

c/3 

^ Oc/3 


E W 

.-  d 

o cd 

in  in 


E 


'03  E 
5C  . 
d >> 
dJ 

. d 

O 

. E 

^ d! 
2 

2 

E E 


*C  £ 

03  O 

Q dJ 

o 

o 

d: 

o 

E 


f-<  cc 
cd  ci 
E d; 


^ d 

3 -d 
£ '2 
d cd 

< in 


E m 


6 


<u 

'oj 

C/3g 

C 

O ^3 

^.-2 

cu  *E 

=1 

<Q 


6 ® 

fr4 

CU  « a, 

og| 

fl  o -53 

•2eS 


CO 

oS 


=3 

-Q  O)  ^ 
' > 3 o3 
cd 


s-  / 


•2  p ’S. 


CO 

O 

OT  4J’  '3 

^PT3P 

T3  rS  ^ 
^ P3  .2  *2  s 
.3  ® Iii  ^ be 

r.-  o ^ 
-H  O O .p 

H X3  T3  fc, 


CO 

(V 
CO  Oh 
;lh 

;g-'2 

n _ 
•gfc 


0)  13  "S  ^ 

cuD  ,o| 

< 

fo  :3  3 P 

^ c/2  cu 

'^'p  BB  . 

05  O >5^3  -S  tf 

M ±i  «3  2 '3 

‘-T^  C2  ^ JT^ 

S g CO  ftD 
' ? fx  O) 


SSQi; 

g.20|gs 

oSsfls 

o o Si 

to  ^ »H-I  ^ 

■p  — ^ ^ X3  1> 

.2  P -O  3 -P 

^ 2 -2  -H  a-  £ 

*t-l  tx  ^ ‘1^ 

a;  .P"  o;  x:  S 

jp 

U 


C/2 

I 

P 

a 

£ Ti 

> ^ 

> P 

bjD 

^ 2 


T3 

<U 

P 

ce 


ccG^ 

a^n. 

++^p 
r— 'f-.  P 
^0.2 

^ P 

(§Eo: 

Q r d 


'-'f  '?t' 

|ss 

^ C5  . 


(P  +J 

g P<  — 

Qj  73 
f/2  P 
a O 

2 T3  ^ 

P ^ a> 


- £ £ 

CO  oc  c 
CD  •-T'  c 


CO  O 

Pu 


q: 


">t I c 

1 >5^^ 

o=^ 

O =coo  O 

oi 

P=C49C 

i- 
o' ,, 

1 Qi 

' c '? 

=ztao  ^ = 

>; 

o 

II 

1 E CD 

Ifi 

“1 
td  o 
, ^ cj 

coo  ► C3  coo 
^ ^ - 
<=>^ 

2 

^ Cn 

o>  r 

<jd 

p"' 

o 

X 

3 

Q 

K.  Lister. 

*L.  Allatt, 
o A.  D.  Fo 
U.  Wilson, 

d 

w s'  o ^ 

S'fe 

, ' 

Qoffl 


..  Gallagher,  Commenced  Jan.,  194 


7 


. C 

XX 


o ri 

■§“ 

> 

< 


ur.  — H 


c c O ^'  >;  2 '5: 

-250-2  ^ 


C/2  2 
o 6 

§:£ 
.rf  o 
U3  o 
o 

X = 


G 
C 
a: 


QJ 

C 

cfi 

Oj 

X 


ss 

G5 

O 

S 

O a 


-o 


<1  73 


05 

cfi  r 

? ^ 

■ t£  O 


O 

o G 
G a; 


o 


tut  G a;  C 

’2  .^  £ G 
a G G G 


O C) 


K o 
CC 


o — • c c 

^ C:  2 H c/} 

-•  <■  X J d 


5 g'  ^ 2 

o Oi  C ^ 

t,  « 2 
cj  ijl!  d 


®^’^2SS  r^ 

tfl  G G tc  ^ o 

5 o K-»is 


£ o 
o O 
o 


^ tb 
2 

G OJ 
G o 
*-5  G 
o 

Gi  c 

Qj  ^ 

!=3  £ 
OD  o 
■£  U 

GJ 

X^ 


■G 

o 

G 

bjj 

’£ 

OJ 

X 


O) 


5 -G 
•G  . 

^ oi  (G 

O ^_3 

cG  0) 
•-G2  ^ 

Sh  cG  cd 

o !^2  CO 
2 ^0)03 

>.  ■dg'^S 

i§  jd  > § 'w 
^ ^G  o cd  .2  ° 

^ cd  OQ  OJ  -G 

^ ffl  ^ G <15 

SZ  ^0  0-3 

£ o 2 Si  O 

>>>^-§^'" 
i3t«S.a 
cn  5!  - <o 

.2  -G  .2  S 2 

h—  CO  -75  G 

* t>.  C3  ^ 2 


o3 


O Oi 
tdO  2 

;g  ^ 

® G 

a ” 
0)  5 -2 

CC 

?H  <0 

^2  2 

c^o>a 

•2S£^ 


o 

a 

Q 


G G Jh  -4-^  p G rrt  ^ P-4 


G ^ 


O G 
o 
X 


VK 

o ^ , 

i-H  o f-l 
>s'^  O 

3^  ^ 

^ O) 


05 


G 

-G  o 
O)  o 

G ^ 

G cu 

2 

2 
o 
CJ 


S-aS&cS^sl-SS^ 

+^<UPh  ‘G  ? ■ -i-j  -i-j  Ct  r-'  !.^/--» 
?-i  P-4  q;  O 


^ G tiC(Ki 


Cfi 


G3  ^2  ^ -G  2 -G  -£ 

oCC^d  o2  0'S 
X ^ x^xx 


• ^ Cfl  rH 

c«  cfi  73  o 
-4-H  ^ O G ^ 

°£Sx 


COO 


I I'Tt  i”* 

ill  i +^8 


73  C/3 

i-H  Ph 

2 ^ 

rG  'Z 

G 

o2 
g:  o 


<0  ^ S I 

G-'P^^ 
o ^ ^ 

ls> 

m « < p-9  Ji; 


G 

G 

d -G  G 


H d Q S d d S d >■  S d d d d d s’  g d ^ 


72 


CO 

05  S-4 

o'  O 


G 

►>> 

o Td 
.0:  G 


G 

G 

_'S 

’£ 

(Tj 

< 


G «- 


<0 

G 

_0 

Ge 

G 

O 

P_ 

(1. 


C d 

O cfi 

Ph 

^ (Tt 

cd  o cfi 
>5Z  2" 

lao  ^ 

Q 72  Z 


•o^  ^ 

p-ro5  c 2 ^ o 

S rH  G J:;  -G 
G - 9^  -d  B 
d G*  o G ^ -G  • 
^GZGft^'gd 


G 


„ - ^ • 
05  O)  O O) 
o O CJ 

££" 


72 


l-H 

6 ^ bm  o 

-t^  ^ 

s S o -2  G •§  O 

72  72  72  -G  ^ d o 

i >5  ^ £ 72  OJ 

SH^GG72'^gcfi 

S335  4-  SSs 

-G  o 

^ o>  ;_,  G '*”' 

G f . o G 


. O 

2 2 
G 72 


O P 


= rs^d 


G 2 

—4  ._  o> 
> cfl 

III 


3.2& 

iie 

«Sz 


5S 

><4  G 

[t]  O 

G G 


73  P o,d  P 
OJ  OJ  iG  P 53  .td  ^ 

oO_^^tJc«o5 
^ d ^ p o U 

c:  C;S-d'Gt' 

52  « a'3  & &2 

opP(^i._i  1;^  G o 

1 1 1 I i I 

♦ «♦-♦-  o k_i  A 


>S  G 
53  o 

B f£ 

G S 

03  CD 

72  U 

,— I cn 
G G 

II 

I 

j2 


G 

o 

G 

oj’ d 

go 
G OJ 
G ^ 

P-l  P-4 

OJ  p 

O o 
O 

OJ 

C/J  OJ 

G ^ 

O QJ 

u ^ 

^ QJ 

QJ  X 
> 

. P-<  QJ 

OJ  OJ  Ph 

WJ  M 03 

z 0.2 

155 


G d .2 

QJ  H d G 

+3  Q QJ 

•G  g cc  ^ 

G 2Pd 

^ 2 o 73 1 
I— I a HpH  O 

0 7 ffi 

1 I I 


8 


General  Statistics,  1944. 

Area  of  Batley  in  Acres  4,461 

Number  of  Births  (Males  358,  Females  344)  702 

Illegitimate  Births  (Males  27,  Females  14)  41 

Number  of  Still  Births  Registered  22 

Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  per  1,000  Registered 58.4 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  Residents  who  died  away  from 

Batley  (Males  257,  Females  260)  517 

Infantile  Death-Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered 42.7 

Illegitimate  Death-Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  2.8 

Tuberculosis  Death-Rate  (all  forms)  per  1,000  0.4 

Phthisis  Death-Rate  per  1,000  0.3 

Zymotic  Death-Rate  per  1,000  0.03 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-Rate  per  1,000  (excluding  Phthisis)  2.2 
Cancer  Death-Rate  per  1,000  2.1 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  (including  all  forms  of 

Tuberculosis)  516 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  24 

. Cases  of  other  forms  Tuberculosis  notified  8 

Number  of  Inquests  23 

Rateable  Value  £103,440 

Rate  of  Id.  in  the  £ produces £771 

Rainfall  in  inches  29.56 

Number  of  Wet  Days  ? 153 

Poor  Law  Relief  Distributed  (including  Birstall  Ward)  £10,051  9s.  2d. 

Primary  Vaccinations,  exclusive  of  Smallpox  Contacts  *35 

Exemption  Certificates  Granted  *315 

*Birstall  figures  are  not  included. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

AREA. — 4,461  acres. 

RATEABLE  VALUE  £193,440 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  A PENNY  RATE  Estimated 

£771. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. — These  have  been  described  in 
previous  annual  reports. 


PROVISIONAL  FIGURES  1944. 
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Corough  of  Batley — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District 
during  1944  and  Previous  Years. 


NETT  DEATHS  BELONGING  TO  THE 

NETT  BIRTHS 

DISTRICT 

Yearly 

Average 

Under  1 Year  of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Rate  per 

Number 

Rate 
per  1,000 

Number 

1000  Nett 

Number 

Rate 

Births 

per  1000 

10  years 
1901-10 
10  years 

827 

26.1 

143 

171 

537 

17.0 

1911-20 

676  j 

20.5 

93 

123 

571 

16.0 

10  years 
1921-30 

624 

17.3 

48 

76 

485 

13.4 

10  years 
1931-40 

493 

13.5 

26 

53 

510 

14.0 

Year 

1 

1940 

524 

30 

609 

1941 

550 

22 

534 

1942 

630 

27 

454 

1943 

657 

35 

579 

1944 

702 

30 

517 

England  & Wales  17.6  ....  46  ....  11.6 

126  County  Bor-  \ 

oughs  and  Great  I 20.3  ....  52  ....  13.7 

Towns  including  f 
London  ) 

148  Smaller 

Towns  20.9  ....  44  ....  12.4 


LONDON 15.0  ....  61  ....  15.7 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births— I.egitimate 

702 

358 

344 

Illegitimate 

41 

27 

14 

Stillbirths  

..  22 

14 

8 

Deaths  

...  517 

257 

260 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — Deaths 

Puerperal  sepsis  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes 2 

Total  2 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Diarrhc^a  (under  2 years  of  age) 

There  has  not  been  excessive  mortality  during  the 
of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 


77 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

year  from  any 
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BIRTHS- — The  Registrar-General  reports  the  registra- 
tion— which  is  distinct  from  notification — of  702  births  in 
Batley  during  1944.  There  were  22  still  births  registered  in 
addition  to  the  live  births. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907.— Doctors 
notified  7,  midwives  692,  and  other  persons  32  births,  a total 
of  731  during  1944.  Of  these  20  were  still  births. 


INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE.— Of  the  30  infant  deaths 
twenty-one  were  due  to  premature  birth  and/or  congenital 
debility. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Batley  for  the  year,  1944. 


1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Fevers  — 

2.  Cerebro-Spinal  fever  2 

3.  Scarlet  fever  — 

4.  Whooping  Cough  ....  — 

5.  Diphtheria  — 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

system  12 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  4 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases  3 

9.  Influenza  3 

10.  Measles  — 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

polioencephalitis  — 

12.  Acute  infectious  encepha- 

litis   — 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity 

and  oesophagus  (males) 
uterus  (females)  11 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum  14 

15.  Cancer  of  breast  8 

16.  Cancer  of  all  ether  sites....  44 

17.  Diabetes  3 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular 

lesions  62 


19.  Heart  disease  130 

20.  Other  diseases  of  the  circu- 

latory system 19 

21.  P.ronchitis  49 

22.  Pneumonia  .*  ....  14 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases  16 

24.  Ulceration  of  the  stomach 

or  Duodenum 4 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age)  1 

26.  Appendicitis 2 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  ....  17 

28.  Nephritis 23 

29  Puerperal  and  post-abor- 
tive sepsis  — 

30.  Other  maternal  causes  ....  2 

31.  Premature  births  10 

32.  Congenital  malformations, 

birth  injury,  infantile  dis- 
ease   11 

33.  Suicide  3 

34.  Road  Traffic  accidents  ....  3 

35.  Other  violent  causes  7 

36.  All  other  causes  40 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

1 — Detailed  information  as  to  the  Health  Services  was  given 
in  the  Annual  Reports  for  1930  and  1931.  Existing  conditions 
arc  summarised  in  this  Annual  Report. 

(i)  Full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the 
Authority  are  given  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 

(ii)  (a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. — There  has  been  no 
change  in  the  existing  arrangements.  Facilities  are  provided 
at  the  County  Council  Laboratories,  Wakefield,  for  the  exam- 
ination of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens. 

P)lood  films,  49  ; Bloods  for  Widal  Reaction,  16  ;Sputa 
for  tubercle  bacilli,  26  ; Swabs  for  B.  diphtherise,  229  ; Hairs 
etc.  for  ringworm,  8 ; Urines  and  faeces  for  B.  typhosus,  160  ; 
Urines  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Orgs.  11  ; Milks  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  53  ; Waters  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation, 137;  Bio-chemical  examinations,  15  ; Swabs  for 
haemolytic  streptococci,  58  ; Urines  for  Friedman  Tests,  23  ; 
Miscellaneous  specimens,  28  ; Histological  specimens,  2 ; 
Total  815. 

(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — These  are  adequate 
for  the  requirements  of  the  district. 

The  Oakwell  Joint  Hospital  Board  provide  an  Ambulance 
for  the  transport  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  admitted  to 
their  hospital.  The  Dewsbury  Joint  Flospital  Board  provide 
an  ambulance  for  infectious  cases  admitted  to  that  Hospital 
from  the  Soothill  Ward. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME.— The  Batley  Nursing 
Service  functions  in  three  wards  of  the  Borough.  The  Soot- 
hill Ward  is  served  by  the  Dewsbury  Nursing  Association  and 
the  Birstall  Ward  by  the  Birstall  Nursing  Association. 

HOME  HELPS. 

In  addition  to  the  arrangements  for  general  nursing  in 
the  homes  of  the  people,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  have  instituted  the  provision  of  Home  Helps 
where  a mother  is  temporarily  laid  aside  through  child-birth. 
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No.  of  persons  on  Corporation’s  register  at  end  of  year,  7 
4 Patients  took  advantage  of  the  scheme. 

CHILD  MINDERS. 

During  the  year  no  application  was  received  from  persons 
desiring  to  become  registered  Child  Minders.  At  the  end  of 
year  three  women’s  names  were  on  the  register,  but  no 
children  were  being  nursed  under  the  scheme. 

WARTIME  NURSERIES. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  registers  of  the  two 
Nurseries  on  the  31st  December,  1944  was  : — 


Mayville,  47. 


Birstall,  42. 


/ 
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(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Name 

Address. 

Sessions. 

Authority  Providing. 

Ante  Natal  Clinic 

Wellington  Street, 

Weekly,  Monday 

Batley 

2 — 5 p.m. 

Weekly  Wednesday, 
9-15  a.m. — 12  noon, 
and  2—5  p.m. 
(alternate  weeks) 

Batley  Corporation 

Ditto 

Market  Place 

Weekly  Friday, 
2—5  p.m. 

Ditto 

Post  Natal  Clinic 

Wellington  Street 

Fortnightly  Thursday 

Clinic 

9-15  a.m.— 12  noon 

Ditto 

Infant  Welfare 

Ditto 

Tuesday,  2—4  p.m. 

Centre 

Friday,  2—4  p.m. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Constitutional  Club 
Low  Lane,  Birstall 

Wednesday,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Ditto 

Consultative 
Ante  Natal  Clinic 

Batley  Hospital 

Tuesday,  10  a.m. 

Ditto 

Diphtheria  Immuni- 

Wellington Street, 

Fortnightly  Thursday 

sation  Clinic 

Batley 

9-30  a.m.— 12  noon 

Ditto 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Temperance  Hall, 
Batley 

Monthly 
3rd  Thursday 
9-30-  10-30  a.m. 

Ditto 

Massage,  etc.  Clinic 

Ditto 

Monday  & Thursday 
9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon 
2—5  p.m. 

Ditto 

.Minor  Ailments 

School  Clinic  Market 

Daily.  9 a.m.  and 

Clinic 

Place,  Batley 

4-15  p.m. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Constitutional  Club 
Low  Lane,  Birstall 

Wednesday,  4 p.m. 

Ditto 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

School  Clinic  Market 
Place,  Batley 

When  required. 

Ditto 

Scabies  Clinic 

Ditto 

Thursday,  4-15  p.m. 
Monday — Friday 

Ditto 

Dental  Clinic 

Back  Cambridge 
Street,  Batley 

9 a.m. — 12  noon. 
2—5  p.m. 

Saturdays,  9 a.m.— 
12  noon. 

Ditto 

Aural  Clinic 

Batley  Hospital 

When  required. 

Ditto 

Tuberculosis 

Branch  House, 

Thursday, 

West  Riding  County 

Dispensary 

Batley 

2 — 4 p.m.  and 
6 — 8 p.m. 

Council 

Treatment  Centres 

Monday,  2 p.m. 

Ditto 

for  Venereal 
Disease 

Dewsbury  Infirmary 

Thursday,  6-30  p.m. 

(e)  HOSPITALS.— There  were  no  changes  during  the 
year  in  the  hospital  services,  public  or  voluntary,  whether 
within  or  without  the  area,  which  are  used  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  area. 

During  1944  the  attendances  of  Batley  residents  at  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  were  : — 

Dewsbury  Infirmary — 44  males  and  41  females. 

Leeds  Infirmary — 3 males  and  3 females. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

During  the  year  1944,  594  individual  patients  attended 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  and  made  1,925  attendances. 
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POST-NATAL  CLINIC. 

Ill  patients  made  129  attendances  at  the  Post-Natal 
‘Clinic. 

CONTRACEPTIVE  CLINIC. 

No  Patients  attended. 


ATTENDANCES  AT  WELFARE  CENTRES,  1944. 


CENTRE. 

No.  of 
mothers  on 
Register 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Mothers 

with 

Infants 

New 

admissions 

Average 

attendance 
per  mother 

Under  Be- 

12  tween 

mths.  1 and 
5 yrs. 

Under 

12 

mths. 

Be- 
tween 
1 and 
5 yrs. 

WELLINGTON 

1 

i 

STREET 

i 

1 

TUESDAY 

697 

1 

3,405  1,582 

241 

31 

7.2 

FRIDAY 

796 



3,032  2,090 

226 

54 

1 6.5 

BIRSTALL 

508  i 

i 

- 

1,992  1,702 

132 

13 

7.3 

TOTALS 

2,001 

8,429  ! 5,374 

599 

98 

1 

6.9 

RECORD  OF  INFANTS  MEDICALLY  EXAMINED  AT 
CENTRES  DURING  RECENT  YEARS. 


Yearly 

Average 

New  Cases  Seen 

ALL  U 

ISES. 

Not  wholly 
satisfactory 

Infants 
under 
6 months. 

Older 

Children 

1926-30  ; 

211 

358 

325 

322 

1931-35 

245 

465 

539 

238 

1936-40 

305 

563 

387 

244 

1941-44 

269 

389 

353 

534 

Year. 

1944  1 

338 

410 

415 

576 

3.  (ii)  MIDWIFERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

The  Maternity  Home  administered  by  the  Town  Council 
has  been  previously  described. 


During  1944  there  were  389  bookings  ; 297  patients  ad- 
mitted ; 295  confinements,  and  295  infants  born. 

The  Corporation  decided  that  maternity  patients  who  re- 
sided outside  the  Borough  should  not  be  admitted  to  the 
Maternity  Home. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  PERFORMED  BY  MUNICIPAL 
MIDWIVES  DURING  1944. 


Names  of  Midwives. 

Relief  Midwives. 

Total 

1 C.  Dransfleld. 

E.  A.  Fearnsides 

F.  Kitson. 

E.  Robinson. 

A.  M.  Armitage. 

D.  J.  Jackson. 

B.  Ryder. 

1 E.  Sandford. 

Visits  to  Ante  Natal  cases 

347 

272 

463 

Ill -- Resigned  1945 

127 

97 

2 

1308 

Cases 

attended. 

As  Midwife 

53 

53 

70 

3 

53 

22 

14 

i 

265 

16 

As  Maternity 
Nurse. 

1 ^ 

1 

5 

2 

No.  of  visits  to  patients 
following  delivery. 

1 9i5 

787 

1045 

913 

347 

109 

1 5 

4131 

(iii)  INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  MOTHERS  OR 
CHILDREN  (apart  from  Poor  Law)  is  not  provided. 

(iv)  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  visiting  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  are  as  previously. 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  Health 
Visitors  : 


(a)  To  expectant  mothers 

First  visits  

Total  visits  

154 

375 

(b)  To  children  under 

1 year  of  age  

First  visits  

Total  visits  

810 

5,804 

(c)  To  children  between  the 

ages  of  1 and  5 years 

Total  visits  

5,672 

16 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  Health  Visitors  have 


made  visits  to  cases  of  : — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  3 

Pneumonia  21 

Tuberculosis  44 

Still  Births  5 

Diarrhoea  3 

Miscellaneous  575 


653 

The  preceding  figures  do  not  include  visits  paid  by  the 
nurses  in  their  capacity  as  School  Nurses,  which  were  2,888 

The  grand  total,  therefore  of  visits  by  the  Health  Visitors 
and  School  Nurses  during  1944  was  15,392. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who  at- 
tended at  the  Centres  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  and 
who,  on  the  date  of  their  first  attendance,  were  : — 

(i)  Children  under  1 year  of  age  599 

(ii)  Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ....  98 

Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who 

attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year,  and  who,  at  the 


end  of  the  year,  were  : — 

(i)  Children  under  1 year  of  age  475 

(ii)  Children  over  1 year  of  age  1,859 


(v)  CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

(a)  Number  of  persons  on  the  register  who  were  re- 
ceiving children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  year  4 


(b)  Number  of  children  on  the  Register  : — 

(i)  At  the  end  of  the  year  4 

(ii)  Who  died  during  the  year  None 

(iii)  On  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the  year  None 

(c)  Number  of  Infant  Protection  Visitors  at  the  end  of  the 
year  who  were  : — 

(i)  Health  Visitors  4 

(ii)  Female,  other  than  Health  Visitors  None 

(iii)  Male  None 


No  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year,  no  sanctions 
were  necessary,  neither  were  any  orders  sought  under  Sec- 
tion 67  of  the  Act  of  1932. 
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(vi)  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  DENTAL,  ORTHOP/EDIC, 

ETC.,  CASES. 

Dental  Defects  : — 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  : — 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  of  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Patients,  1944. 


1 

Patients 

Nvnuber 

Treated 

Number 

of 

Attendances 

Aneesthetics 

Administered 

Extractions 

Other 

Opera- 

tions 

Patients 

Fitted 

with 

Dentures 

General  j Local 

Temporary 

Permanent 

Adults 

80 

258 

44 

28 

- 

437 

20 

30 

Children 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Total 

81 

259 

44 

29 

1 

437 

20 

30 

Aural  Cases  : — 

One  pre-school  child  was  seen  and  referred  to  hospital 
for  treatment  during  1944. 

Visual  Defects  : — 

The  eyes  of  25  pre-school  children  were  examined  at  the 
Ophthalmic  Clinic.  The  following  errors  af  refraction,  in- 
cluding Squint,  were  seen  : — 

Hypermetropia,  12  ; Compound  Hypermetropic  Astigma- 
tism, 5 ; Simple  Hypermetropic  Astigmatism,  2 ; Mixed 
Astigmatism,  1 ; and  Squint,  4.  One  child  was  seen  with 
inversion  of  both  lower  lids  - no  spectacles  were  prescribed. 

Amongst  the  errors  of  refraction  12  children  suffering 
from  Squint  were  seen.  Spectacles  were  prescribed  in  15  cases 
but  in  3 cases  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  alter  the  spect- 
acles previously  prescribed  and  6 children  did  not  require 
spectacles. 

Orthopaedics  : — 

The  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  examined  14  (new)  patients 
under  school  age  and  re-examined  43.  There  were  166 
attendances  at  the  Massage  &c  Clinic. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  WATER  SUPPLY. — Particulars  of  the  Batley  Water 

supply  have  been  given  in  previous  annual  reports.  The  chief 
source  is  from  the  town’s  own  reservoirs  situated  about 
eighteen  miles  away  in  the  Pennine  Hills.  This  water  is  ex- 
cellent in  every  respect,  both  for  domestic  and  trade  purposes. 
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(ii)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  The  Borough  Surveyor, 
Mr.  T.  Mossop  states  “ The  work  during  1944  has  been 
entirely  confined  to  maintenance  and  repair  work.” 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.— The  West  Riding  of  York- 
shire Rivers  Board  is  the  authority  which  exercises  super- 
vision over  the  Batley  beck.  It  is  polluted  by  dye  water, 
trade  waste,  etc.  During  heavy  rain  storms  it  occasionally 
overflows  its  banks,  causing  considerable  flooding  of  houses 
and  streets.  The  latter  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Corporation  for  several  years. 

3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  1944. 

By  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  H.  Hornby). 


Water-Closets, 

The  Borough — 1943  10,991 

Additional  ; to  existing  buildings  8 

Additional  ; to  new  buildings  5 

Additional  ; by  conversions  6 

11,010 

Less  number  abolished.  (Slum  clearance,  etc.)  1 
Total  1944  11,009 


Trough  Closets. 

The  Borough — 1943  174 

Less  number  abolished 6 


Total— 1944  168 


Slop  Water  Closets. 

The  Borough — 1943  21 


Total— 1944  21 


Pail  Closets. 

The  Borough — 1943  22 

Less  number  abolished  1 


Total— 1944 


21 
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Privy  Closets. 

The  Borough — 1943  (129  structures)  ....  229 

Total — 1944  (129  structures)  229 

Total — 1944  Closets  of  all  types  11,448 


The  remarks  concerning  privies  and  trough  closets 
made  on  page  46  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1937  still  apply. 

(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. — This  Section  is  by  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  H.  Hornby). 

The  arrangements  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  house 
and  trade  refuse  during  1944  were  similar  to  those  in  force 
during  the  previous  year,  that  is,  collection  by  private  con- 
tract, and  disposal  by  direct  labour. 

Particulars  of  the  contracts  as  they  stood  on  the  31st 
December,  1944  are  as  follows  : — 


! 

Con- 
t ract 
No. 

Ward 

1 

Esti- 
mated 
No.  of 
houses 
and 
prem- 
ises. 

Esti- 

mated 

Annual 

Yield, 

Tons 

Period  of 
Contract 

Annual 

Costs 

Com- 

mence- 

ment. 

Termin- 

ation 

1.  ! 

' West 

2,550 

1,687 

17/4/44 

16/4/45 

£1,020 

2. 

' 1 

Soothill  ! 

1,342 

877 

12/7/43 

11,7/46 

£541 

3. 

North 

3,270 

2,227 

3 1 '44 

2 1/47 

£1,151 

4. 

East 

3,013 

2,025 

1/7/43 

30/6/46 

£888 

5. 

Birstall 

2,322 

1,552 

1/1/44 

31/12/46 

£1,148 

Totals 

12,497 

8,368 

- 

- 

£4,748 

The  estimated  total  amount  of  refuse  dealt  with  during 
the  year  was  8,368  tons.  This  was  disposed  of  as  follows  : — 

Tons 

Controlled  Tip — Soothill  Wood  Colliery  4,990 


Controlled  Tip — Nab  Lane  3,326 

Incineration  — Destructor  Works  52 


Total 


8,368 
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Note. — The  forgoing  estimated  tonnages  will  no  doubt 
have  been  reduced  by  such  temporary  war-time  features  as 
salvage  and  fuel  economy. 


The  staff  and  forms  of  transport  engaged  upon  collection 
and  disposal  were  respectively  : — 


Collection  : — 

5 

14 


1 (Part-time). 


The  quantities  and  values  of  materials  salvaged  during 
1944  are  as  follows  : — 


By  the  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Services  : — 


Tons  Cwt. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  

213 

3 

1 

1,360 

1 

3 

Waste  Food  

226 

0 

0 

339 

0 

7 

Bones 

5 

3 

3 

25 

2 

1 

Miscellaneous  

9 

8 

1 

40 

2 

4 

Totals  

453 

15 

1 

1,764 

6 

3 

Waste  paper  salvaged  by 

Private  enterprise 

12 

6 

0 

59 

13 

0 

Steel,  iron,  copper  and  lead, 
etc.,  salvaged  by  Corpora- 
tion Departments  other  than 

Public  Health  

121 

10 

2 

818 

1 

1 

Total  Salvage,  1944  

587 

11 

3 

2,642 

0 

4 

By  Private  Contract  : 
Mechanical  vehicles 
Men  (including  drivers) 

Disposal  : 

By  Direct  Labour  : 

Tipmen 

Destructor  Firemen 


21 


(Hi)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  UNDER  ARTICLE 
27  OF  THE  SANITARY  OFFICERS  (OUTSIDE  LONDON) 
REGULATIONS,  1935. 

o 

DESCRIPTION  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  : YEAR  1944. 

o 


Total  number  of  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  made  6,232. 


Primary 

Re- 

Inspection. 

Inspections. 

Details 

Day. 

Day. 

Housing  Consolidated  Regs. 

— 

35 

Re  Sanitary  Defects  

699 

2020 

Infectious  Diseases 

120 

1 

Verminous  and  dirty  houses  .... 

66 

120 

„ houses  fumigated 

28 

4 

Water  supply  

2 

1 

Overcrowding  

23 

2 

Factories  

45 

3 

Re  Shops  Acts 

— 

1 

Bakehouses  

73 

— 

Drains  inspected  

202 

2 

Drains  tested  

111 

— 

Offensive  Trades  

4 

— 

Stables  

1 



Swine,  fowls  & other  animals 

10 

1 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  



5 

Tips,  etc / 

29 

3 

Sewers,  etc 

4 

3 

Infestation  Order-Survey 

32 



Rat  infested  premises  

34 

70 

Miscellaneous  visits  

1792 

9 

Slaughter  houses  

45 



Meat  Shops  

3 

— 

Provision  & other  food  shops 

99 



Fried  fish  and  chip  shops 

118 



Dairies  and  milk  shops  

108 



Cowsheds  

80 



Markets  

48 



Samples  : — 

Milk — Chemical  exams 

85 

„ — bact.  exams 

64 



Miscellaneous  foods — 

• 

chemical  exams. 

16 



Rag  Flock — chemical  exams. 

5 



Swimming  bath  water — 
chem.  and/or  bact.  exams. 

2 

Other  Waters  

4 

— 

Totals  

3952 

2280 

22 


Informal  Notices  served  

Informal  Notices  complied  wdth  

Statutory  Notices  served  

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  

Number  of  complaints  received  and  entered 
in  complaint  book 


625 

567 

14 

24 

50 


(iv)  SHOPS  and  OFFICES. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  review.  The 
number  of  retail  shops,  as  compared  with  the  size  and 
population  of  the  Borough,  is  below  the  average,  due,  no 
doubt,  to  the  fact  that  the  shopping  centres  of  the  larger 
neighbouring  towns  are  readily  available  to  the  public  of 
Batley.  A very  large  majority  of  the  retail  shops  in  Batley 
employ,  if  any,  not  more  than  one  or  two  assistants. 


(v)  CAMPING  SITES. 

During  1944  no  sites  in  the  Borough  were  used  for  camp- 
ing purposes  within  the  meaning  of  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  There  were,  however,  several  isolated 
moveable  dwellings,  and  an  exempted  encampment  in  connec- 
tion with  a travelling  fair,  which  were  kept  under  observa- 
tion. 

Following  refusal  of  the  Local  Authority  to  grant  a 
licence  in  respect  of  a dilapidated  caravan,  the  Owner/Occu- 
pier was  prosecuted  and  fined  for  continuing  in  occupation, 
but  finally  vacated  it  after  three  appearances  before  the 
Magistrates. 


(vi)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  general  position  in  relation  to  smoke  abatement  was 
stated  at  length  in  the  Annual  Reports  for  1928  to  1934  ; and 
also  on  pages  44  to  46  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1936. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  inspectorial  staif  and  pressure  of 
other  duties  no  observations  were  taken  during  1944.  Not 
that  routine  observations  were  necessary  to  confirm  serious 
smoke  pollution  of  the  atmosphere,  since  this  was  obvious, 
and  was  aggravated  not  only  by  increased  fuel  consumption 
arising  from  higher  output  of  manufacturers,  but  more  so 
by  the  enforced  use  of  poor  quality  fuel  such  as  outcrop  coal. 
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In  no  i)hase  of  piil)lic  health  more  than  smoke  abatement 
has  the  position  deteriorated  during-  the  war,  and  consequent- 
ly, all  the  more  leeway  will  require  making  up  after  the 
conclusion  of  hostilities.  Nor  is  public  health  the  only 
consideration,  since  fuel  costs  have  become  so  great  an  item 
that  business  economics  will  ultimately  demand  that  fuel 
wastages  shall  be  prevented  by  higher  combustion  efficiencies 
in  furnaces,  and  combustion  efficiency  and  smoke  abatement 
are  one  and  the  same  thing. 

By  representation  through  its  Chairman  and  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  Regional 
Smoke  Abatement  Committee,  the  Public  Health  Committee 
has  sustained  its  interest  in  this  question  against  the  time 
when  a more  active  policy  will  be  practicable. 


(vii)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  is  one  public  baths  in  the  Borough,  but  no  pri- 
vately owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to  the  public. 
Full  particulars  of  the  public  baths  were  given  on  page  53  of 
the  Annual  Report  for  1937. 

The  number  of  bathers  during  1944  was  82,435  of  which 
50,183  were  the  general  public,  5,277  troops,  and  26,975 
scholars. 

Action  taken  to  secure  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the 
water  in  the  swimming  baths  ; — 

During  November  two  samples  of  water  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  bacterological  and 
chemical  examinations.  These  consisted  of  one  inlet  sample 
and  one  outlet  sample. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  of  the 
examinations  : — 


, (a)  Bacteriological  Examinations  : 

Both  samples  were  satisfactory  in  that  Presumptive  B. 
Coli  was  in  each  case — None  in  100  Ml.  of  water. 
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(b)  Chemical  Examinations  : 

(i)  pH.  Value-  : As  compared  with  the  Min.  of  Health 
Standard  of  pH.  7.6-8,  the  value  of  the  inlet  sample 
was  pH.  6.2  and  that  of  the  outlet  sample  pH.  6.1. 

(ii)  Free  Chlorine  : As  compared  with  the  Min.  of 

Health  Standard  of  0.2  - 0.5  parts  of  free  chlorine 
in  one  million  parts  of  water,  the  inlet  and  outlet 
samples  contained  0.5  parts  per  million  respectively. 

Considered  as  a whole  the  foregoing  results  were  satis- 
factory. 

(viii)  Eradication  of  bed  bugs. 

The  number  of  council  houses  found  to  be  infested  was 
18  and  other  houses  26. 

10  council  houses  and  6 privately  owned  houses  were 
disinfested  with  H.C.N.  by  a specialist  firm,  and  8 council 
houses  were  disinfested  by  sulphur  dioxide  and  contact 
insecticide.  The  remaining  houses  were  dealt  with  by  notices 
served  upon  tenants  by  whom  means  of  cleansing  were 
carried  out,  but  of  varying  degrees  of  efficiency. 

Details  of  the  methods  employed  locally  in  disinfesting 
houses  were  given  on  pages  34  to  36  of  the  Annual  Report 
for  1938. 

4.  SCHOOLS. 

There  have  been  no  special  reports  upon  the  sanitary  con- 
ditions and  water  supply  of  schools  during  the  year — all  the 
schools  being  supplied  with  water  from  the  Corporation 
mains.  Action  taken  in  respect  of  infectious  diseases  amongst 
school  children  has  been  on  the  lines  of  the  Memo  on  Closure 
of,  and  Exclusion  from,  School,  1927. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  was  121,  and 
the  defects  found  and  remedied  were  as  follows  : — 


Particulars 

No.  of  Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

Sanitary  conveniences — 

Insufficient  

1 

1 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

Nil 

Nil 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

Nil 

Other  offences 

3 

2 

Totals 

6 

4 
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HOUSING. 

GENERAL  REPORT  UPON  HOUSING  ACTIVITIES 
IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  position  was  described  on  pages  31  to  33  of  the 
Annual  Report  for  1939,  and  the  remarks  made  therein  apply 
with  ecjual  force  to-day. 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  T.  Mossop,  has  supplied  the 
following  information  : — 

‘“No  subsidy  or  non-subsidy  houses  have  been  erected 
by  the  Corporation  or  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year 
1944.” 

Post  War  Housing. 

Estimates  of  the  number  of  houses  required  in  the 
Borough  to  replace  unfit  or  overcrowded  houses  were  given 
on  pages  24  to  26  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1943,  and  there 
is  no  reason  to  believe  otherwise  than  that  they  still  apply. 
Indeed,  the  general  housing  position  is,  if  anything,  still  more 
acute,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  number  of  ap])li- 
cations  for  Corporation  houses  entered  on  the  waiting  list 
kept  in  the  Borough  Treasurer’s  Department  exceeds  800. 
Of  these,  a number  of  the  most  serious  cases  have  at  various 
times  made  urgent  applications  to  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment for  assistance  in  obtaining  accommodation,  and  the 
following  is  an  analysis  of  the  records  concerning  them  : — 


Analysis  relating  to  certain  cases  of  Overcrowding 
reported  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 


No.  of 
Bedrooms 
available 

No.  of 
persons  per 
family 

No.  of 
Families 

No.  of 
persons 
affected 

One 

9 

2 

18 

8 

3 

24 

yy 

7 

7 

49 

6 

14 

84 

>> 

5 

28 

140 

yy 

4 

28 

112 

yy 

3 

6 

18 

Two 

9 

4 

36 

yy 

8 

5 

40 

7 

7 

49 

yy 

6 

10 

60  • 

yy 

.S 

7 

35 

Three 

11 

1 

11 

8 

2 

16 

yy 

7 

1 

7 

Totals 

125 

699 
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Considering-  that  the  foregoing  analysis  concerns  only 
a portion  of  the  most  serious  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the 
town,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  position  affecting  many 
of  the  800  applicants  referred  to  is  very  serious  indeed. 

Except  in  a few  instances  which  the  Housing  Committee 
has  been  able  to  relieve  through  occasional  vacancies  on 
Corporation  Estates,  all  we  have  been  able  to  do  has  been  to 
explain  the  difficulties  of  the  position  and  appeal  to  applicants 
to  be  patient  a little  longer,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that, 
notwithstanding  the  severe  strain  which  overcrowding 
imposes,  most  of  them  have  responded  splendidly  ; but,  if 
only  because  of  this  fact,  it  is  due  to  them  that  assistance 
should  not  be  delayed  longer  than  circumstances  unavoidably 
demand. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 
by  Mr.  Hornby. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. — The  action  taken  with  regard 
to  milk  was  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Inspection  of  farms  and  dairies  pursuant  to  the 
provision  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

(2)  The  taking  of  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

(3)  The  issue  of  licences  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

(1)  Inspection  of  farms  and  dairies  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

The  number  of  dairy  farms  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of 
the  year  under  review  was  28. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  of  cowsheds  was  80, 
and  as  a result  thereof,  improvements  Avere  carried  out  in 
four  instances.  52  Notices  were  issued  requiring  lime  wash- 
ing and  cleansing.  As  regards  dairies  and  milk-shops,  108 
inspections  were  made  and  improvements  carried  out  in  four 
instances. 
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(2)  The  taking  of  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

The  total  number  of  samples  examined  for  the  depart- 
ment at  County  Laboratory,  Wakefield,  was  74,  of  which 
64  were  taken  by  the  Corporation’s  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and 
10  by  other  Officers.  The  results  of  the  examinations  were 
as  follows  : — 

T.  T.  Milk  : 1 sample  was  examined  and  satisfied  the 
methylene  blue  test. 

Accredited  Milk  : Of  10  samples  examined,  7 satisfied 
the  methylene  blue  test,  and  3 did  not  satisfy  the  test. 

Pasteurised  Milk  : Of  5 samples  examined,  1 satisfied 
both  plate  count  and  phosphatase  tests,  2 satisfied  plate 
count  test  but  did  not  satisfy  phosphatase  test,  and  2 did 
not  satisfy  either  plate  count  or  phosphatase  tests. 

Ordinary  (ungraded)  Milk  : Of  58  samples  examined 
41  satisfied  the  methylene  blue  test  and  17  did  not  satisfy 
the  test.  A further  classification  shows  that  of  7 samples 
of  raw  milk  delivered  for  pasteurisation,  2 satisfied  the 
methylene  blue  test  and  5 did  not  satisfy  the  test.  Such 
an  unsatisfactory  proportion  suggests- that  producers  of 
milk  for  pasteurisation  are  not  as  careful  about  cleanli- 
ness as  they  might  be,  which  is  regrettable  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  whilst  pasteurisation  might  protect  the  consum- 
er against  certain  pathogenic  germs,  it  does  not  make 
a dirty  milk  clean. 

General  Remarks  : Summarising  the  foregoing  results 
32%  of  all  samples  examined  by  the  various  recognised  tests 
were  unsatisfactory,  as  against  28%  for  the  previous  year. 
This  indicates  the  continued  need  for  the  bacteriological 
control  of  the  public  milk  supply.  The  action  taken  by  the 
Department  as  and  when  satisfactory  reports  came  to  hand 
was  described  on  page  60  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1938. 
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(3)  The  issue  of  licences  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 


The  numbers  of  licences  in  force  during  1944  were  as 
follows  : — 


(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

Producers  Licences  granted  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council 

Dealers’  Retailing  Licences  

Supplementary  Licences  

(b)  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Pasteurisers’  Licences 

Dealers’  Retailing  Licences  

Supplementary  Licences  

(c)  Accredited  Milk. 

Producers’  Licences  granted  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council 


1 

4 

2 


1 

1 

3 


4 


(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

(By  Mr.  H.  Hornby). 

During  1944-45  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  ; 3 
visits  to  meat  shops  ; 48  visits  to  the  market  ; and  99  visits 
to  provision  and  other  food  stores. 

The  total  number  of  carcases  and  their  organs  examined 
in  local  slaughterhouses  was  70,  all  being  cottagers’  pigs 
slaughtered  on  licences  granted  by  the  Food  Executive  Officer 

Over  tons  of  diseased,  unsound  or  unwholesome  meat 
and  other  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food. 

Following  the  institution  early  in  1940  of  the  existing 
system  of  centralised  slaughtering,  all  slaughtering  ceased  in 
local  private  slaughter  houses,  except  'for  an  occasional 
cottager’s  pig  slaughtered  on  licence  granted  by  the  Food 
Executive  Officer. 
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Details  of  Food 
Lbs.  Ozs. 


Beef  ; 124  0 

Pork  ....  18  0 

Pluck  of  a Pig  8 0 

Bacon  94  0 

Ham  3 2 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  ....  79  8 

Chopped  Ham  26  8 

Minced  Beef  Loaf  5 8 

Stewed  Steak  17  0 

Brisket  Beef  11  Q 

Irish  Stew 4 0 

Sausage  Meat  1 8 

Corned  Mutton  42  12 

> Corned  Beef  21  0 

Ox  Tongue 12  0 

Meat  & Vegetable  Ration  6 0 

Soup 6 8 

Rabbit  6 0 

Salmon  60  14 

Pilchards  880  7 

Herrings  10  8 

Kippered  Herrings  20  0 

Sardines  7 0 

Shrimps  0 14 


Total  = l Ton,  6 Cwts., 


Condemned,  1944. 


Lbs.  Ozs. 


Mackerel  

34 

6 

Fish  (Fresh)  

266 

0 

Fish  Balls  

0 

Evaporated  Milk  

234 

8 

Condensed  Sweetened 

Milk  17 

15 

Dried  Milk 

0 

10 

Beans  

101 

5 

Carrots  

6 

4 

Peas ' 

3 

0 

Vegetables  Mixed 

1 

0 

Plums  

99 

4 

Tomatoes  

53 

7 

Dates  

69 

0 

Rice  

90 

0 

Oatmeal  

140 

0 

Pickles  

2 

0 

Tomato  Sauce  

....  30 

0 

Mai-malade  

....  132 

8 

Jam  

112 

0 

Lemon  Clieese  

3 

0 

Orange  Juice 

Concentrate  

100 

11 

2966 

15 

1 Qr.,  26  Lbs.,  15  Ozs. 


(c)  ADULTERATION,  ETC. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  Public  Health  (Preservatives, 
etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1927. 

(This  section  is  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector — 

Mr.  H.  Hornby). 

During  the  year  under  review,  101  samples  of  milk  and 
miscellaneous  foods  and  drugs,  as  detailed  in  the  appended 
Table  1,  were  purchased  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
who  certified  96  samples  to  be  genuine,  and  5 adulterated. 
This  gives  an  adulteration  figure  of  4.95%  as  compared  with 
8.33%  for  the  previous  year. 

Particulars  of  any  administrative  action  taken  in  respect 
of  samples  adulterated  arc  given  in  Table  11. 
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A further  comparison  shows  that  of  the  85  milk  samples 
analysed  3 were  adulterated,  which  gives  an  adulteration 
figure  for  milk  of  3.53%  as  compared  with  8.26%  for  the  pre- 
vious year. 

On  reference  to  Table  III,  which  gives  the  average  com- 
position of  milk  samples,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  average  fat 
content  was  3.61%  as  compared  with  3.65%  for  the  previous 
year. 


TABLE  1. 

Particulars  of  Foods  and  Drugs  and  Results  of  Analysis. 

Adul- 

Sample  Formal  Informal  Genuine  terated  Doubtful  Total 


Milk  85 

Butter,  1 

Pork  Sausage  1 

Meat  Paste  1 

Soya  Flour  1 

Coffee  1 

Baking  Powder  — 

Ground  Gelatine  1 

Malt  Vinegar  2 

Pickling  Spice  — 

Lemon  Essence  — 

Saccharin  Tablets  2 

Castor  Oil  — 


Camphorated  Oil 


— 82  3 — 85 

— 1 — — 1 

— 1 — — 1 

— 1 — — 1 

— 1 — — 1 

— 1 — — , 1 

2 1 1 — 2 

^ — 1 — 1 

— 2 — — 2 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 — — 1 

_ 2 — — 2 

1 1 — — 1 

1 1 _ _ 1 


Totals 


95 


6 96 


5 


101 


1 
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TABLE  11. 


Administrative  action  taken  in  respect  of  samples  reported 
by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  not  genuine. 


Spl. 

No. 

Nature  of  sample  and 

results  of  analysis. 

Remarks. 

49 

Milk— Fat  2.90% 

Solids  not  fat  8.60% 

No  action 

22 

Baking  Powder — Contained 
only  6.2%  available  gas 

Vendor  cautioned 

30 

Milk— Fat  2,90% 

Solids  not  fat  8.28% 

Producer  and  Retailer 
cautioned. 

42 

Milk— Fat  2.72% 

Solids  not  fat  8.50% 

Retailer  cautioned. 

50 

Ground  Gelatine — 5% 

solution  not  firm  at  20oC 

Vendor  cautioned 

TABLE  111. 

Monthly  Average  Composition  of  Milk  Samples. 


Analytical  Data. 

Average 

Average 

Month. 

No.  of  Samples. 

Milk  Fat. 

Non-fatty  solids 

per  cent. 

per  cent. 

January 

11 

3.84 

8.58 

February 

12 

3.44 

8.70 

March 

12 

3.48 

8.67 

April 

6 

3.44 

8.58 

May 

6 

3.53 

8.87 

June 

5 

3.77 

8.69 

July 

6 

3.77 

8.66 

August 

— 

— 

— 

September 

6 

3.78 

8.70 

October 

5 

3.75 

8.75 

November 

6 

3.98 

8.81 

December 

10 

3.32 

8.67 

Average  for  the  year  1944  .... 

3.61 

8.69 

Average  for  the  year  1943  .... 

3.65 

8.61 

Average  for  the  year  1942  .... 

3.61 

8.59 

Average  for  the  year  1941  .... 

3.72 

8.63 

Average  for  the  year  1940  .... 

3.68 

8.95 

Requirements  of  the  Sale  of 

Milk  Regulations,  1939  j 

3.00 

8.50 
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RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911-1928. 


As  a considerable  amount  of  rag  Hock  is  manufactured  in 
the  J)orough,  the  results  of  examinations  of  5 samples  taken 
during  1944  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Sample 

No. 

Date 

Taken 

1 

Amount  of  Chlorine  in  i 
form  of  Soluble 
Chlorides 

Remarks 

33 

7-7-44 

1 

17  parts 

per  100,000 

Satisfactory 

34 

i 

34  „ 

99  99 

Unsatisfactory 

35 

1 

ft  1 

I 

30  „ 

99  99 

Satisfactory 

36 

1 

ft 

14  „ 

99  99 

99 

37 

lS-9-44 

26  „ 

1 

1 

1 

99  99 

99 

Notes  : — The  maximum  chlorine  content  permitted  is  30  parts 
per  100,000. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 
Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1944. 
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2.  SMALLPOX— No  case  occurred  during  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER — 88  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year,  as  against  230  the  previous  year.  The  type  generally 
was  mild.  No  death  occurred. 

DIPHTHERIA— 26  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
as  against  41  the  previous  year.  No  death  occurred. 

The  following  persons  were  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  : — 

200  Children  under  school  age. 

24  School  children. 

This  brings  the  total  number  of  treatments  from  January 
1935,  when  the  scheme  was  originally  inaugurated  to  Decem- 
ber, 1944  to  9,034. 

The  prophylactic  used  was  T.A.F. — 3 injections  of  1 c.c. 

ENTERIC  FEVER  (including  PARATYPHOID).—  One 

case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA.— There  were  5 patients 

notified  as  suffering  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  8 cases  during  the  previous  year. 

PNEUMONIA  (Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal). — 
22  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  compared  with  26  cases 
during  the  previous  year.  5 were  removed  to  hospital  for 
treatment.  There  were  14  deaths  from  pneumonia  (all 
forms). 

MEASLES.— There  were  201  cases  notified  during  the 
year.  No  deaths  occurred. 

There  has  been  no  local  action  taken  in  regard  to  the 
use  of  Measles  serum  for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.— There  were  104  cases  of  Whoop- 
ing Cough  notified  during  the  year.  No  death  occurred. 
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ERYSIPELAS.— There  were  15  cases  notified  compared 
with  18  during  the  previous  year.  6 cases  were  removed  to 
hospital.  There  was  no  death. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINGITIS.  — One  notification 
was  received.  There  were  two  deaths. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.  — There  were  three 
cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  during  the  year. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM,  1944. 


fear 

CASI6 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Death 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home  1 Hoipital 

1944 

3 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

PEMPHIGUS  NEONATORUM.— One  case  was  notified 
to  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year. 

ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS.— Three  noti 
fications  were  received. 

INFLUENZA. — Three  deaths  were  certified  to  be  the 
result  of  influenza. 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

become  known  to  the  department  principally  through  the 
agency  of  Teachers,  Health  Visitors,  School  Nurses,  School 
Attendance  Officers,  Parents,  etc. 

The  average  weekly  number  of  scholars  excluded  either 
as  patients  or  contacts  during  the  year  for  notifiable  or  non- 
notifiable  diseases  was  : — 


Diphtheria  

1.5 

Mumps  

1.6 

Scarlet  Fever 

10.7 

Impetigo  

16.0 

Measles  

3.7 

Scabies  and  Itch  .... 

11.6 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

2.2 

Verminous  Conditions 

12.8 

Chickenpox  

7.1 

Ringworm  

3.8 
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3.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925 

No  action  was  taken  or  called  for  during  1944. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  Section  172. 

No'  action  was  taken  or  called  for  during  1944. 

4.  TUBERCULOSIS  IN  BATLEY,  1944. 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age 

Periods 

Non 

Non 

Respiratory 

Respiratory  ' 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

" 1 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

1 1 1 

1 t 1 

^ 1 

2 

— 1 

— 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

15 

7 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1 

25 

•2 

1 

1 ! 

1 

2 ^ 

1 1 

— 

35 

3 

— 

1 

2 

1 1 

j 1 

— 

45 

55 

65  & upwards 

3 

1 

1 

2 

- 1 

2 

3 1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

! — 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 1 

— 

Totals 

17 

7 

i 

7 

9 

3 

3 

1 

The  relationship  between  notification  of  tuberculosis  and 
deaths  from  the  disease  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  which 
covers  the  period  between  January  1st,  1913,  and  December 
31st,  1944. 


Death  before  notification.... 

132 

Death  6 months  after 

17 

Death  1 month,  or  under 

Death  7 months  after 

18 

after 

notification  

188 

Death  8 months  after 

12 

Death  2 

months  after 

. 60 

Death  9 months  after 

7 

Death  3 

months  after 

, 40 

Death  10  months  after 

6 

Death  4 

months  after 

, 20 

Death  11  months  after 

10 

Death  5 

months  after 

19 

Deaths  12  months  and  over 

188 

The 

ratio  of  non-notified 

tuberculosis  deaths  to 

total 

tuberculosis  deaths  during  1944  was  1 to  16  or  6.3  per  cent. 


Notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  area  has  improved.  It 
has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  concerning  wilful 
neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 
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